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For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which 
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of God. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are fooltshness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.”—Cor. 2: 11, 14. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


Ware IL attempt to speak to you, my brethren and sisters, I trust that 
by the aid of the Spirit of the Lord we may feel encouraged and strength- 
ened in our faith. We meet together frequently as a Church in general 
conference for the transaction of business and to receive the word of the 
Lord. We have the ancient Scriptures and we have the modern Scriptures. 
and scriptures are being made now, as has always been the case when the 
Lord has had His Church upon the earth, with the living oracles; for when 
they speak by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, what they say is scripture, 
We are entitled to know individually whether our brethren speak to us 
the truth, for it is our privilege to enjoy the same Spirit that they speak 
by. This is the power that binds the Latter-day Saints together, and that 
holds us to our obligations and covenants with the Lord and with each 
other. We are not held by threats, nor by fear, but by love—the love of 
the Gospel, which has been planted in our hearts and has been growing 
with the people now for seventy years. We have become a pretty well 
trained people, and four-fifths of the Latter-day Saints, I believe, are doing 
tolerably well, and I believe that the one-fifth that are careless in some 
things, are perhaps laboring fairly well in others, and yet there will be, no 
doubt, quite a percentage of the people that will not be found numbered 
among the wise. 

While listening, the parable put forth by our Savior, as recorded in the 
25th chapter of Matthew, was presented to my mind, and I thought I would 
read it, that we may be brought to consider by its exawination whether 
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we are numbered among the wise or among the foolish. This is a very 
important matter; for if we travel along with this church for twenty 
years, for thirty, forty or fifty years, and then at the last find that we 
have failed to save our souls and that we are among the foolish, it will 
be very unprofitable to us. We are gathered together for the building up 
of the kingdom of God upon the earth, and there is some reason why we 
should be thus gathered; why we should take upon us the obligations 
that we have; why we should endure the hardships that we have; why we 
should, among all the denominations on the earth, be singled out for the 
despising of all people, and why this condition should stay with us and 
follow us in preference to any other people in the world. We are a small 
people, not very important in numbers nor in wealth, and yet every little 
while something occurs that creates quite a furore in regard to the Latter- 
day Saints. The whole world becomes agitated and in a ferment over the 
Latter-day Saints, and there is trouble in the hearts of many people for 
fear the Latter-day Saints will do something very wrong. What is the 
matter? Are the Latter-day Saints minding the business of any other 
denomination? Are we troubling ourselves particularly about our brethren 
who have other forms of religion? Are we excited and worried over them? 
Do we combine together with some other people in order to look after the 
morality and purity, or the immorality and corruption of other people? 
How carefully the Latter-day Saints attend to their own business! And 
is it not a proper thing for the Latter-day Saints to take care of themselves, 
their own morality and honesty? Shall we not give attention to our own 
affairs, and are we not just about of the same material, the same kind of 
people, as our other religious brethren? Have we not come from among 
other denominations? Have we not been gathered from out the Catholics, 
the Presbyterians, the Methodists, the Baptists, the Congregationalists and 
the Christians, as well as the infidels? Now, have we gone to these various 
denominations and gathered the very worst of them? Have we ever ad- 
vertised in our periodicals and in our preaching and labors, publicly 
or privately—have we ever bid for the bad Methodists, the bad Presby- 
terians, the bad infidels? Have we ever promised them an easy way of 
salvation? Have we done any of these things, or have we gone to the 
world conscientiously and honestly and laid before them the offer of 
life and salvation on consistent and Christian terms? Have we ever 
promised anybody that they could be saved in their sins? Have we ever 
asked anybody to come into this Church without repentance, without re- 
formation, without honesty, without virtue? Have we entered into a com- 
pact with anybody to be corrupt? Have we promised them immunity 
from the punishment of the law if they transgressed the law? Do we cover 
up their sins and hide them? Are we doing that? Are Bishops, Presidente 
of Stakes, Presidents of quorums, Elders, High Priests and Seventies 
asking the corrupt and wicked from among the nations of the earth to come 
to us and we will shield them in their corruption, in their adulteries, their 
fornications, their thieving and their dishonesty? Why no. But we have 
presented to the world a very startling and remarkable work, a work that 
requires repentance and reformation. And when repentance has been com- 
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plied with, in order that that repentance may be genuine and the forgive- 
ness of sins continue, it must beeternal. It is not enough for men to repent 
in order to come into the Church, and then do as they please, but their re- 
pentance must be perpetual ; it must not need to be repented of. If aman 
has been a thief and ceases to steal, he must continue to refrain from his 
larcenies. If a man has been a liar, 4 deceiver, or corrupt in any degree 
whatever, it is required of him in this Church that he must cease for ever. 
If he should live a hundred years, he would not live long enough to have 
any degree of allowance shown to him for transgression because of his age, 
but the older men are the better they must be. I think that is reasonable; 
for the oldest of all whom we have ever heard of is said to be good and 
the only one that is entirely good—our Father who is in heaven. I say 
the father should be better than the son, the mother should be better than 
the daughter, and this Church has now arrived at the full ripe age of three 
score and ten. What shall we do who have been entrusted with the holy 
Priesthood? Can we afford to be indifferent and careless? We are now 
seventy years nearer to the coming of the Son of Man than we were when 
the Prophet Joseph, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, organized 
this Church. After this extended experience, can we not well afford to be 
good, conscientious and honest with the Lord. Can we not afford to make 
our repentance and reformation genuine from this time forth, believing 
that the coming of the Son of Man, the redemption of Zion and the ful- 
fillment of the purposes of the Lord are at the very door. 

Can we not afford to do this now, so that when the Bridegroom comes 
we shall be prepared to meet Him; for He will come; he has always come 
when he bas promised. He has visited the earth in this dispensation and 
has established his authority and power among men, and the Millennium, 
the reign of righteousness, is to be ushered in, and it is liable to come in 
our day. The redemption of Zion is also liable to come in our day. There 
is doubtless a set time for the redemption of Zion and for the coming of 
the Son of Man. The time has not been made known to us, and is not likely 
to be, until He comes. It would hardly be fair for the Presidency, the 
Twelve and the presiding brethren to know the very time of His coming, 
so that they could be prepared, and let the people be indifferent and 
careless. The coming of the Son of Man will be as much of a surprise to 
to the presiding brethren as to any others. That is, it will occur when 
they are not looking for it particularly. We hope to be prepared, and we 
hope the people will be prepared, but it will come suddenly, and you will 
know it as soon as we know it. We have the spirit of that coming, and 
the Spirit of the redemption of Zion. We have the Spirit that indicates 
that in the near future the Lord will appear. 

Hence, the Spirit of the Lord has been very powerfully upon President 
Snow and his brethren, and they have been led to urge upon the people 
the importance of reformation, not alone in the law of tithing, but in 
every other principle of the Gospel. Tithing alone is not enough. It 
will yield its measure of oil and light, and of inspiration and power, to 
those who observe that law. But if we are non-prayers, non-partakers of 
the Sacrament; if we are not found doing by others that we would that 
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others should do by us; if we are not honest and virtuous, the fact of our 
being tithe-payers will not be enough to save us. But it is pretty well 
discovered and understood that if men can stand the test of the law of 
tithing, which appeals to their wealth, they will be able to make other sac- 
rifices as well; for there is a strength and a power which comes in answer 
to our fulfillment of this law that will enable us to do other things much 
less difficult. There are many things less difficult than the payment of tith- 
ing. In our fallen condition, being of the earth earthy, we love the things 
of this world, and it is a most difficult thing for some of us to meet this 
requirement of the Lord. There is quite a percentage of the brethren 
who have received the Priesthood, as well as members of the Church, who 
ought to be tithe-payers and are not. I want to ask any man upon whom 
I have ever laid my hands and conferred authority in the name of the 
Lord Jesus; I want to ask any brother who has ever had the hands of the 
servants of God laid upon his head, to confer the Priesthood of God upon 
him, can you reconcile your course of life, if you neglect to furnish the 
revenue necessary for the building up of the kingdom of God on the earth? 
Can you justify yourself in this? I want the High Priest, the Seventy and 
the Elder to come to me as an individual and show me by his philosophy 
and reasoning how he can conscientiously hold the Priesthood of God and 
yet decline to meet the obligations that belong to that Priesthood. I 
believe that there is no man in this Church entitled to the holy Priest- 
hood who will not magnify it. I believe the Lord requires it of every 
Deacon, every Teacher, every Priest, every Elder, every High Priest, every 
Seventy, every Patriarch, every Bishop, President, etc. And we will not 
always be tolerated with the authority of God unless we do honor it. We 
will be found among the foolish, lacking oil in our lamps and being un- 
prepared for the coming of tne Son of Man, unless we attend faithfully to 
these duties. 3 

Is a man justified in this church who fails to partake of the Sacrament 
when the opportunity is offered? Is a man justified who does not bow 
his knee before the Lord daily, and who forgets the Lord in secret prayer! 
I think not. I believe that the Latter-day Saints are required to meet all 
these obligations and to be as honest with their brethren as they are 
required to be honest with the Lord. It is not enough for us to pretend 
to be honest with the Lord, and not be honest with our brethren. We 
cannot be honest enough with our Father in heaven to justify us in being 
dishonest with our brethren. We must meet our obligations to our breth- 
ren, to our families, to the world. We must deal honestly and conscien- 
tiously in all these things. If we do not, the Spirit of the Lord will with- 
draw from us, and when the Spirit of the Lord withdraws from us, we 
complain, we find fault, we are not happy, and we are not satisfied. We 
cannot afford to sacrifice the presence of the Spirit of the Lord, because 
we cannot be Latter-day Saints unless we enjoy it and are directed by it 
constantly. It seems w be a difficult thing todo to meet our temporal 
obligations to the Lord. Our hearts are naturally set upon the things of 
this world. We can see temporal blessings a little plainer than we can 
see the spiritualities of the kingdom, because they are here before us, and 
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we enjoy them. Weare inclined to gather the things of this world around 
us and to treasure them up, while the spiritual things, and eternal life 
with our families and friends hereafter, pertain to the future. They area 
little ahead of us, and if we do not have the spirit of the Lord strongly in 
our hearts, there is more or less of a question of doubt and misgiving about 
them. All these things, however, vanish when we discharge the duties 
that devolve upon us as Latter-day Saints. And we expect to look after 
every man, through the Presidents, the Bishops, and the Apostles, and see 
to it that all who have been entrusted with the authority and power of 
God, shall come to the mark and do their duties faithfully and well, that 
they with their families may be saved. We want you to be saved; but if 
you do not want the salvation that is offered through the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, why make the profession that you do? There is no 
salvation in profession alone, or in promises and covenants, nor is there 
any salvation in the blessings that are put upon us under the hands of the 
servants of God, unless we do the will of God. I want to bear that testi- 
mony to this people, and ask that from this time forward we serve the 
Lord with all our hearts, so that when the Son of Man appears upon the 
earth we will be numbered among the wise virgins of my text—which I 
have not read; you can hunt it for yourselves. 

We feel encouraged 1 in our labors, although we are all the time trying to 
stir the people up. Yet in our councils the Lord has manifested to us that 
the Latter-day Saints are improving, that they are gaining strength and 
power, increasing in numbers, spreading abroad and becoming more firmly 
established on the earth, and that prosperity and success are attending 
upon them. The best days that we have ever had are the days in which 
we live now. The kingdom is the Lord’s and he will take care of it. Itis 
our business, my brethren and sisters, to see that we take care of ourselves. 
The Lord will take care of the Kingdom, and no power on earth can pre- 
vail against it. If it was secure when it was organized seventy years ago, 
with only six members, what shall we say of it when it numbers over a 
quarter of a million? We certainly feel encouraged. We feel as though © 
we were on the Lord’s side, and that the Lord is on our side. We know 
He ia, for He talks to us and directs us in all things pertaining to this 
Kingdom. He sustains His servant the Prophet, and magnifies him in the 
eyes of the people. The will of God is known, and the keys and authority 
of God are always present. The Lord has established His work, and He 
will preserve it. God bless you, my brethren and sisters, and may His 
Spirit fill our hearts, that we may all rejoice graeme in this great 
work is my prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


— 


WHAT HAS BECOME OF HELL! 


THis is the startling question asked by the Atlanta Constitution. That 
paper makes these observations: 
“One reason a wep our modern pulpit lacks the force which characterized 


—. pulpit of fifty years is that preachers do not put enough fire and 
into which they preach from Sabbath 90 Sabbath. 
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Instead of bringing the world up to the standard of the they are 
r the Gospel down to the standard of the world, and the outcome 
of this departure from the beaten paths of orthodoxy must eventually be 
the overthrow of Christianity unless divine power intervenes to prevent 
this result. Weare hopeful enough to believe that the pendulum will soon 
swing back and that our ministers will return to the methods of the old 
school, but in the meantime, as we listen to the chiming of the Sabbath 
bells as they float out this morning on the tranquil air and summons us to 
the discourses which await us in the sanctuaries, we find ourselves con- 
ronted with the question, What has become of hell?” 


Our Southern contemporary is not alone in the sentiment of regret at 
the elimination from modern theology of the doctrine of fire and brimstone. 
Rev. George Wolfe Shinn, in an article in the North American Review, 
raises the same piquant question. He argues in this way: 


“The conscience of men must be aroused, and the most effectual quick- 
ening of conscience is through the dread of the judgment to come. We 
may talk as we will about the evanescent nature of fear, and we may talk 
about its being an inferior motive, but in all other things in life it is 
‘appealed to. Take it out of life, and chaos comes in ordinary matters. 
Because it has been taken out of religion—out of the religion of our time 
—there has been a weakening of the force of religion. If we had per- 
fectly normal beings to deal with—and that is a modern way of saying if 
we were all without sin—then might there be no reference to fear, but an 
appeal to everything high and holy within us. We have to do with 
beings who are sinful and who must be led up to the higher motives by 
the exercise of the power. What, then, has become of hell? It has not 
been obliterated. It cannot be obliterated. Retribution exists as an 
awful fact back of all figurative language. Men in our day have over- 
looked retribution in seeking to get rid of materialistic notions concern- 
ing hell. The time has come to recall the awful fact of retribution. But 
it must be done discreetly, and always with those exceptions in mind 
which greatly modify it.” 

It is noticeable that in both these quotations the admission is made that 
modern Christianity is weakening and that the ultimate result will be its 
“overthrow.” This is important though the reasoning that the doctrine 
of hell is ‘the central point or the corner stone of true religion is false. 
The central point is the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God, and the 
weakening has come as a result of the loss of knowledge of God the Father. 
The declaration that God is “incomprehensible,” was the mortal blow to 
the Christianity of Jesus, whose express mission was to declare and to 
make known the Father. Let theology return, not to the lake of brimstone, 
but to the bosom of the Father.— Deseret News, 


— — — — 


CONCERNING “MORMONISM.” 


“Try say the Mormon Church is growing like the traditional weed; 
that it has more than two thousand missionaries working for it in all 
parts of the world. There are twoor three hundred in Canada, many 
more in the East and the South, many more in Europe, and they are great 
missionaries, too. They work hard and draw very little pay. They seem, 
too, to believe in Mormonism, and in most places where they go they are 
abundantly stimulated by persecution. If the stories about them are 
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true, they are making excellent progress in disseminating the doctrines of 
their Church and making converts. The enthusiastic modern Mormons 
are quoted as saying that polygamy has really gone out of their religion, 
and that when the plural wives now living have died, there won't be any 
more. Maybe not. Polygamy can hardly stand against the rise of Ameri- 
can civilization, but the Mormon Church in ite other particulars may last 
and flourish. It seems a curious heresy, but on its practical side, at least, 
it is strong, and it seems to excite just as much zeal as any other religion. 
It is worth knowing more about than most of us know. Polygamy aside, 
very few of us know how far and in what particulars it differs from the 
Christian religion. An American church, which has 250,000 members is 
worth some study. — — 


— — made by Professor Mahaffy in the Petrie Papyri 
of a list of names, of which he says: “There is one which appears regu- 
larly in the same form, and of which we can give no further explanation. 
It is the name SmrrH—unwmistakably written, we have never found any- 
thing like it before, it is surely worth telling the many distinguished 
bearers of the name that there was a man known as SMITH in the twentieth 
year of the third Ptolemy, 227 years before Christ. Is there any other 
English name to this in 


DIsTRIcT Three weeks in with steady application, 
made the prospect of an out desirable, and the trip through the fields of 
ripening wheat and oats very pleasant, indeed all vegetation was almost a 
surprise. President Lyman and Elder H. W. Naisbitt were met in Bolton 
by President Wright, that now being the head-quarters of the Manchester 
Conference. The brethren are nicely situated and full of activity, even 
before refreshments were had President Lyman was booked for an out- 
door meeting, where he spoke to a very fine audience with a good deal of 
freedom and satisfaction. The scribe had gone to visit kindred at Moses 
Gate, under the escort of one of the Elders. 

Sunday morning the brethren were off early to Middleton, near Man- 
chester, by rail, where the meetings, were to be held. The morning 
council was good, and in the afternoon and evening the hall was well 
filled with quite a fine lot of Saints, enquirers and strangers. President 
Lyman occupied the evening and Elder Naisbitt the afternoon. Arrange- 
ments had been made with forethought for the visitors, so they kept 
together and enjoyed each other’s society between the several meetings. 
No more successful or satisfactory District gathering is within our ex- 
perience. The brethren all feel well, they are alive and energetic, and the 
summer season bids fair to be propitious for much good. Out-door services 
are orderly, the Saints are as much at home there as in the rooms of 
ordinary use, and credit is due to the leader and the choir for good, hearty, 
cheerful singing, which adds much to the interest of any occasion. We 
all had a good time and the Conference is congratulated on its zeal, 


liberality, and prospects which are flattering indeed. n 


‘hy 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1900. 


CULTURE OF HUMAN AMBITIONS. 


THERE is something in the nature of man that impels him to search for 
the unknown, to work for the unattained, and to look with longing eyes 
for something higher and better than present conditions. The boy has an 
unsatisfied desire to know what his father knows, to do what his father 
does, and to have what his father has. The girl has the same ambition to 
reach the state of perfection attained by her mother. That this is a God- 
like attribute is evidenced by the saying of the Savior: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like- 
wise.” This desire to know, to do and to be is one of the first to manifest 
itself by outward sign in early infancy, and it remains down to old age, 
being superseded only by hope and faith for the future life. Although the 
ambitions and attainments of childhood appear insignificant from the 
standpoint of mature life, like the gills and tail of the tadpole to the mature 
frog, they are indispensable in the various stages of development; for 
without them the successes and achievements of later life would be im- 
possible. Many a fortune is the direct consequence of the struggles and 
self-denials endured to collect and save the money to purchase some child- 
ish toy or to accomplish some other object that in retrospect appears very 
insignificant. Many a philosopher has been developed from the germ 
aroused to life and activity by the solving of some childish mental problem. 
The artist has come up through successive stages from the crude drawings 
on the slate when the old-time teacher 's back was turned. The architect 
comes from the boy who was most proficient and persevering in building 
playhouses for his little sister. The germ of faith awakened into growth 
by the simple prayer at the mother’s knee has blessed the world with 
prophets and apostles. 

In many cases this desire for advancement, unguided by wisdom and 
judgment, may lead through illegitimate channels to accomplish the end 
desired, but the fault is not in the God-given faculty, but in the lack of 
proper guidance in the early stages of development, and in the minor 
details of character building. Nothing can be so insignificant as to be un- 
worthy the consideration of men of the highest order of intelligence, and 
nothing so minute but that it may make or mar the happiness of a human 
life. God’s works are perfection, but the details are so minuteas to escape 
the notice of the human eye even when aided by the most powerful mi- 
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croscope, and are beyond the researches of the most profound scientists ; 
yet if the smallest detail be removed the perfection will be marred. 
Nothing useless is or low, 
All things in their place are best; 
That which seems but idle show, 
Strengthens and supports the rest.” 

It is the prerogative of the parent and the teacher to look after the 
small details of character growth in the child and lead along legitimate 
channels, but not to check those God-given powers and desires that are 
making for perfection. How often the noblest ambitions and hopes of 
childhood are crushed out of life by thoughtless parents and teachers 
who will hold up to ridicule the feeble efforts to know or to do, until the 
child will feel himself but a cipher among bis fellows, and will go through 
life as an underling, hardly daring to look men squarely in the face! If 
those ambitions are of too vigorous a nature to be suppressed, they will 
find room for growth secretly in illegitimate channels, which will bring 
sorrow to parents and everlasting disgrace and shame to the children. 
No inquiry of childhood is too insignificant to be unworthy the notice of 
the wisest father or mother on earth, and no reasonable desire to do 
should be rudely rebuked. 

The possibilities of human culture is as a sealed book to the vast masses 
of mankind, while the wisest men who have devoted their lives to the 
study, have found only a few small fragments of the mine of wealth that 
yet lies undiscovered in that direction. In the past too little attention 
has been given to this, one of the greatest of all subjects that have oc- 
cupied the minds of men, and upon which so much of the future of man- 


kind depends. 
A. W. 


District Mrretinc.—The Newcastle Conference will hold a District 
Meeting at South Shields, Durham, on Sunday, 12th August, 1900, in the 
“Plimsoll Hall,” 19, Chapter Row, off Market Place. Services at 10:30 a.m., 
2and6p.m. All are cordially invited. 


ARRTVAIS.— The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per Dominion line s.s. Neu England, July 26th, 1900. For the 
British Mission—A. B. Chambers, Smithfield, Moroni Jessop, Millville, 
Cache Co.; Daniel S. Price, Paris, C. H. Smith, Elba, Joseph P. Cooper, 
Sterling, Idaho; John I. Dean, Almy, John Astle, Afton, Wyoming; Geo. 
H. Sperry, Salt Lake City; Samuel C. Howard, Wood’s Cross, Davis Co. 
For the German Mission—Adolph Hohne, Vernal, Uintah Co., Utah. For 
the Scandinavian Mission—C. F. Olsen, Hyrum, Carl A. Matteson, Salina, 
Eli J. Bell, Rexburgh ; James C. Nielsen, Rockland, Anders Neilson, Frank- 
lin, Idaho; Ambrey Nowell, C. Hjalmar Carlquist, Salt Lake City. For 
the Swiss Mission—Wwm. B. Stucki, Paris, Idaho. 


APpPporINTMENTS.—The Elders for the British Mission, who arrived July 
26th, were appointed to labor in the various Conferences as follows :— 
Moroni Jessop, Newcastle; Samuel C. Howard, Geo. H. Sperry, Birming- 
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ham ; Alfred B. Chambers, Welsh ; Joseph P. Cooper, Sheffield; John Astle, 
Nottingham; John J. Dean, Liverpool; Daniel S. Price, Irish; Charles H. 
Smith, London. Sie 


RELEASES,—Elders Edward J. Pay and James Purdy, both of the Lon- 
don Conference, have been honorably released to return home on the s.s. 
Cambroman, from Liverpool, August 14th inst. 


— — — 


Conference address: 97, Farleigh Road, Stoke Newington, London, N. 


A BELLICOSE OPPONENT. 


DuRInG the present season a very worthy Elder by the name of , 
was traveling in an unfamiliar part of England. He had found the tram 
which went in the direction of the Conference house he sought, and had 
esconced himself along with other passengers, each en route to their res- 
pective destinations. 

What there was in the genial Elder’s appearance we need not say, for 
all who knew him would witness, not only to his honest spirit, but to his 
non-aggressive though frank and open character. 

His appearance prompted a fellow-passenger to ask if he was not from 
abroad, to which the Elder replied. Then giving the name of the street 
he wanted to find, the terminus was reached, when all alighted, and the 
tourist was cordially invited into the close by corner mansion. After con- 
siderable conversation it was elicited that the stranger was a missionary, 
and likely soon to return home. Enquiry followed as to the doctrines 
taught, and the Latter-day Saints, regarding whom the friend seemed 
unfamiliar. The interview lasted nearly an hour, the Elder volunteering 
to loan “The Voice of Warning,” which his entertainer expressed a desire 
to read, but feeling for it in his satchel and pocket fruitlessly, it was 
promised by private hand next day. Then hand-shaking the Elder was 
kindly pointed out the way to his destination. 

When convenient, according to promise the President7of that Conference 
called with the coveted volume. This was declined, but an intimation was 
given that a loan of the “Book of Mormon” would be accepted. This and 
“Orson Pratt’s Divine Authenticity” were delivered next day, and the 
gentleman promised to read both, in an interview lasting over an hour, 
which was in the main quite pleasant. 

The President was much surprised the second day from this to find the 
books returned, with a very curt note for the gentlemanly (Y) teacher of a 
young ladies’ school. It is given as an illustration how bitterness can 
express itself from quick conclusions without reference to the importance 
of “the case at bar.” The date and locality is suppressed out of regard to 
the educator whose reputation could only suffer, whether from friend or foe, 
by its introduction. Here is a verbatim copy of the precious document: 

Sm, 7 

I send you back herewith the books you have lent me. They show 
the case against the Mormonites in a far worse light than I had any idea 
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of. The world’s literature contains a deal of rubbish it must be ad- 
mitted, but such fatuous trash as you deal with is bad to beat. The worst 
of it is, that one is compelled to show a hard face to such decently con- 
ducted men as yourself, in — „ of your connection with such a 
swindly scheme as you advocate. If I could pass you off from my mind as 
a mere fool it would be a relief to me, but that you are not a mere dupe 
your conversation with me testifies. I am r to sa 

to you that I will not have any more talk with you, and that I will 
not acknowledge any acquaintance with you, but will henceforth treat 
your religious pretentions with scorn, regarding it as a blessing that an 
ocean lies between me and the place where this sort of thing has its seat. 

I am, sir, in all truth and honesty, no friend of yours, 


WILIA 8 . 
The Elder naturally responded to this tirade, and to make the story 
complete we give it space. It met the position in a very different spirit to 
that of his opponent, and some day “sober second thought” may conclude 
that even an educated educator may feel as if he had been overmatched by 
a poor, deluded (if not wicked) “Mormon.” Here is the testimony :— 
Dear Sm, 


On my return from a trip to Scotland the other day, I found 

4 A containing the “Book of Mormon” and Orson Pratt's“ works, 
which I had lent you to read, and enclosed with them a note from you 
under date of Perhaps if I were to look upon the matter of 
your communication as a personal one, I would treat such ungentlemanly 
vituperations as unworthy of notice. But I do not consider your vindic- 
tiveness directed to me personally, it is aimed at the cause of Truth, the 
work of God, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and while I rejoice in 
the honor of meeting with vilification and contumely for Christ’s sake, I 
am constrained to accord to you the cause, viz., your ignorance of that 
fact, and I desire to offer a few thoughts which you will at some tim 
either in this life or in that which is to come, be under the necessity o 
considering, either to your salvation, if you should be willing to repent of 
your sins, and turn unto the Lord with full purpose of heart; or, on the 
other hand, to your utter condemnation if you continue to reject the Light 
of Truth that is offered to you. Using the language of Paul, “For though 
I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is Jaid upon 
me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” I. Co 9:16. And 
the same Apostle says, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto . than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” 11:8. 

Now the Lord has said to us, “Ye shall know them by their fruits. A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree brin 
orth good fruit.” Matt. 7: 16-18. Isaiah says, To the law and the testi- 
mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them.” Isa. 8: 20. 

e “Book of Mormon,” which you have not read, but have rejected 
summarily, from some fancied prejudice, and have not acted upon the wise 
counsel of Paul, “to prove all things and hold fast to that which is 7855 

od 


contains a record of God's dealings with a branch of the house of 
led from Jerusalem 600 years before Christ, and „ a peri 
a 1000 years. A people whom the Savior visited after His resurrection, 


and established the covenants of the Gospel, and His Church amongst 
them, corresponding with that organized in Palestine, in unison with 
declaration made to His disciples, “Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” John 10: 16. 

The “Book of Mormon” also contains a brief account of a people, led by 
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the inspiration of the Almighty, from the Plains of Shinar, at the time 
the Tower of Babel was built. This book was translated by the gift and 
power of God given to His servant Joseph Smith, from metallic plates, on 
which were engraven the records kept by those ancient peoples, and on 
the 6th day of April, 1830, by divine authority, he organized the Church of 
Christ on earth, in fulfillment of the predictions of Daniel, And in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand for ever.” Dan. 2: 44. 

Saint John, in his Book of Revelations, says “And I saw another angel 
fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for 
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Rev. 14: 6-7. 

Peter says, referring to the same event, “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you: whom the heavens must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” Acts 3: 19, 20, 21. 

The “restitution of all things” spoken of, refers to the time when the 
Savior Jesus Christ shall offer anew the Gospel to a fallen and rebellious 
world. Then will the tribes of Israel also come in for a share of the 
refreshing blessings of the Gospel of life and salvation, when “His feet 
shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east, etc.” Zech. 14: 4. 0 

The prophet Malachi says, “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
— come to his — even the messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in: behold, he s all come, saith the Lord of hosts.” Mal. 3: 1. 

The tle Paul says, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with a voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” 
I. Thes. 4:16. And to the same people Paul says, “And to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
IT. Thes. 1: 7-8. Preceding which, as is recorded in Matthew, “And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” Matt. 24:14. This de- 
claration of the Savior is now being fulfilled, a ome are being prepared 
hy obedience to the laws of the Gospel, and they will, under His guidance, 
fulfill His purposes, as Ezekiel has See “And I will bring you into 
the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 
Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, 
so will I plead with you, saith the Lord God.” Eze. 20: 35-36. In fine, 
the angel that John saw, Rev. 14: 6-7 (before quoted), was to bring the 
same pel that Paul preached, that Peter preached, that Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and all the other disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ preached, 
the same Gospel that the prophets and disciples which the Lord Jesus 
Christ called on the western hemisphere, an account of which is to be found 
in the “Book of Mormon,” and the first principles of which are: Faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Repentance of Sins, Baptism for the Remission of 
Sins (by immersion), by one having authority to administer the ordinances 
of the Gospel, and the Reception of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of 
hands by one having the same authority. 

The Church of Christ is built upon Apostles and Prophets, Pastors and 
and Teachers, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone, and these officers 
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shall remain in the church until all shall come to a unity of the faith, and 
to a perfect knowledge of God in Christ Jesus. * 
I testify to you in all soberness, that this “Gospel of the Kingdom” is 
in restored to the earth by divine appointment, it is the “power of 
” to all those who obey it, and t Joseph Smith, though evil 
ken of by wicked and rebelligda people, was a Prophet of the living 
„one who sealed his testimony with his blood, as a witness against 
those of this generation who reject the “counsels of God against them- 
selves,” and obey not the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I declare this 
testimony unto you Mr. William S———, and humbly pray our Heavenly 
Father to awaken in your heart a spirit of contrite repentance, that you 
may not stand condemned at the last day, when all will be brought before 
the bar of God to give an account of the deeds done in the — 
I therefore earnestly admonish you to consider well the conclusions you 
arrive at, for God will bring you to an account for your wicked vitu- 


perations against His work. 
Jam, dear sir, your well-wisher, 

F. A. M., Missionary of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

To the Elder’s reply and testimony no response (as might be expected) 
was received, but surely truth will be vindicated sooner or later, as hath 
been proven time and again in the missionary field, and in the experience 
of both Elders and opponents. God will sustain His own work, and His 
servants are not called upon to cherish animosity against even the mis- 
representation and contempt of scoffers and unbelievers. It is their 
mission to preach the Gospel, “whether men will hear or whether they 
will forbear.” To do otherwise is to be recreant to a holy trust, and to 
invite condemnation in the great day of the Lord! 1 


“QUIET CHATS.” 


[ Concluded. | 

WINTER had come and gone in Zion. It had brought many new ex- 
periences to all the White family, but there was no despondency, no mis- 
givings, no “looking back” to the fleshpots of Egypt, or “the leeks and 
onions and the garlick they had left behind.” Each one had found what 
they came for, the land of promise and the association of fellow-workers 
in the same cause. The Stake Conference had been an inspiring time, to 
hear the word of the Lord in power, to speak to His servants, to have the 
testimony of the indwelling spirit, was recompense for many trials, for 
trials had been neither few nor common. Things did not seem to go right 
somehow, change was foremost, disappointment had to be met, the family 
was crowded, and the new house had failed to materialize as rapidly as 
desired, but faith, prayer and determination conquered, and in the midst 
of all there was that “peace which the world cannot give, neither take 
away.” | 

In che town of H—— the winter season had been a successful one. A 
nice Sunday school had grown up, baptisms had been occasional, Brother 
Binks, for increased responsibility, had been ordained an Elder. In hu- 
mility he was growing, and the Saints were of that studious class who 
were “seekers after God and the truth,” so union, concord and increase 
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was their position when the following was read to the visiting Elders as 
the latest news from Zion :— 


My Dear MA AND ALL, 


I long for your presence and a good, solid talk. I want you to see 
our “bud,” he grows, and I could eat him. Oh, but he is precious. I am 
~ winter is over, snow was deep. Joseph is not a good wood 2 

ur cute new stove will do for either, but we have bought coal. I am 
able to be round, and have had the best of attention, and visitors—ob, my! 
Two months after, you would have been amused on Fast Day to have seen 
me, along with half-a-dozen others all having babies to be blessed. The 
Bishop told Joseph to bless ours, which he did. It was inspired as much 
ty the spirit of the Lord as by the spirit of fatherhood. We called him 
bert after my dear far off Pa. Do come and see him. OI want to tell 
you a secret, John is iy with 4 White, this is 3 for I 
don’t want to be a gossip. We are all right, lovely spring is here, and the 

mountains reach into the sky. I must quit. Your loving 

Lucy. 


Extract from Sister White’s letter to Sister Binks :— 


“We have enjoyed the winter fairly well, socials, dances and meet- 
ings have put the time along betwen work and work. The family, thank 
the Lord, are doing well, they are all favorites, if quiet. They have had 
sleigh rides and dances, but we have suggested moderation and a greater 
interest in mental and spiritual education, and they have accepted our 
counsel, so they are called upon and looked up to. Joseph seems to have 
captivated everyone, and he is now quite a pleasant if diffident speaker. 
I hope the Lord will bless him, Lucy, and the boy that he has given them.” 


Our next excerpt will be from a letter written by Elder White to Elder 
Binks :— 


My Orp FRIEND AND NOW FAITHFUL FELLOW LABORER :— 


„It does us good to hear of your progress in experience and faith. 
It is now near a year and a half since we arrived here. We have just got 
settled since our return from the October Conference in the city. We did 
not go in spring we were in such a muddle. Now we are in our own home, 
and are getting fairly straight, but there is no end of work. I have be- 
come gardener, mason, carpenter, painter, &c., and then as to church 
duties as teacher, Elder, Sunday schoo! scholar, and with meetings of one 
kind and another, it is almost day and night. Then the boy and — are 
all following Ma's example and my own. This ts surely a land of Zion unto 
us. The Lord has blessed us, we have had bealth, food, and while we are 
wearing out our clothing we count on having that as soon as we need. 
We shall get the rock the coming winter for Joseph's house, and put in 
(D. v. as we used to say) the foundation in the spring, then build on that 
as we are able jointly. We hope you will have a pleasant Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 


From Joseph to Lucy’s family :— 


“We had a lovely Xmas and New Year's time, all at home as we 
call it, if you had been there, then indeed our happiness would have been 
complete. We shall be glad to receive John and share with him until he 
settles down, but you will miss him now that Lucy is here also, and surely 
zon will not be long in following, unless your position in the work in 

—— detains you.” 

When Elders Wilson and Lewis visited H—— at Christmas, they soon 
perceived that some trouble was in the home of Brother and Sister Binks, 
and “a quiet chat” revealed the facts in the case. John had got an idea 
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of gathering, and his parents had hoped that they, when this took place, 
would all go together; but the brethren had been pointing out to Elder 
Binks that if he had the spirit of sacrifice the branch needed his aid, and 
as they were about to return home a change all round would be undesir- 
able. Elder Binks had acceded fo this, and what with business and duty 
had been so taken up that change was not looked for until Joseph had by 
accident, as it were, “let the cat out of the bag.” 

In discussing the matter the Elders had pointed out that John was 
steady and faithful, that if he went he was going to friends, that he might 
be blessed to prepare the way for father and mother, and that Brother 
Binks was certainly doing a good work in H——, and that Sister Binks 
was really a mother to all the branch, and strong in testimony to all in- 
quirers, so it was concluded that when the Elders sailed John should do 
likewise, and as Elder Wilson was from the north that he should see John 
safe in Logan with the old friends, and May in particular. The Saints 
gave a social to the returning Elders, and to John a nice set of books, 
and early spring saw them on the way to Zion. 

“The plot thickens.” Surprises never come alone, and almost before the 
new Elders had time to visit H, or get acquainted, there was more and 
greater commotion, for the letter which announced John’s arrival also 
brought the news that Joseph would be in England before the summer was 
out, as a missionary of “the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” 

It seemed incredible that in two years this should occur, but the Bishop, 
the President of the Stake and higher authorities, had had their eye on 
Joseph ever since his arrival—his truth, fidelity, willingness to work and 
modest, yet decided testimony, had made the selection only a question of 
time, but he was surprised, and Lucy took refuge in her own room, “where 
prayer was wont to be made,” and when Joseph returned home in the 
evening she greeted him with a pleasant smile and fervent kiss, though 
her eyes were full and her heart also, yet he knew then that her faith 
had brought her love into subjection, and that he could go. 

It seemed an unfavorable time, the home was yet in embryo. John’s 
arrival seemed inopportune, but when faith leads the Lord opens the way, 
so it finally fell out that when Joseph’s farewell party was announced 
there went out with it the news that John and May would be married the 
same day, so that it might be a celebration indeed. Then Lucy and her 
babe went to Elder White’s. John and May took their home, and almost 
“before you knew where you were” Joseph had sailed from Philadelphia, 
en route for his native land. Arriving in Liverpool with quite a group of 
Elders, Joseph was assigned to the City of G——, but prior to his leaving 
he visited the town of H, where his welcome from Elder Binks and his 
wife was overpowering, and his surprise at the Elder’s development in the 
Gospel was as great as was the appearance of the Saints, and the charac- 
ter of the meetings on the Sabbath day. He now saw what the Lord had 
done since his father, a fugitive for the Gospel’s sake, had come unknown 
to the town of H——, his meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Binks, the tardy 
conversion of the former, and the undying faith of the latter, then the gift 
of the only daughter to wife, and the sacrifice on both sides which followed 


